
10 January 2014	
!
Dear Parishioners,	
!
	
 St. Francis de Sales School first opened its doors to students in September, 1935.  At its 
peak, enrollment was nearly 2600 students in the 1950’s and early 1960’s.  This school year our 
enrollment is just 111 students, not all being parishioners of SFDS.  Since the 2000 – 01 school 
year our enrollment has declined by nearly 70 %, tuition has increased by 88%, the cost to 
educate a child has risen 95%, church collections have decreased 33% and last fiscal year 54% of 
the church’s collection was used to support the school (Diocesan recommendation being no more 
than 25%).  It is no secret that the demographics of Parma have changed over these years, thus 
affecting both Catholic school and Public school enrollments.  The Parma School District closed 
4 grade schools two years ago due to the declining number of children.   In light of all this I 
consulted with the Parish Staff, the Parish Council and the Parish Financial Advisory Board as to 
the future of our school.  Based upon their positive and negative input on the situation and the 
data I wrote to Bishop Lennon requesting his permission to close our school at the end of this 
2013-14 school year.  On December 6th Bishop Lennon accepted this decision.  It is truly one of 
the hardest decisions I ever have had to make as a pastor!	

	
 I want to assure parents and students that our school will continue to operate throughout 
the remainder of this current school year.  Education will take place, scheduled field trips will 
occur, current sports programs for the winter and spring will happen and graduation will be in 
June.  Further, I wish to encourage parents to explore other Catholic schools in the area for their 
children for the next school year.  Both St. Anthony of Padua and St. Charles Borromeo Schools 
have assured me that they will accept any children from SFDS and also will not require them to 
join their parishes in order to have their parishioner’s rate for tuition.  Finally, realizing the 
hardship this closure places upon faculty and staff I will work with the Diocesan Office for 
Education to assist them in being placed in other schools where possible.	

	
 As hard and as sad it is for me to inform you that our school will close at the end of this 
academic year I believe that we can be proud of the history and accomplishments of St. Francis 
de Sales School.  Being thankful for your understanding of this difficult decision I ask that we all 
pray for God’s guidance and do whatever we can to promote a strong Catholic educational 
presence in Parma.	
!

Sincerely,	
!
Rev. Mark J. Peyton	


Pastor  


